also present a new approach to
examine their scientific validity.

It will not be out of place here
to point out that, in the opinion of the
author, most probably the subject of
Astrology which aims at the
prediction of the future of a person's
life history, had its origin in the basic
principles which according to our
ancients govern the prediction of the
nature and distribution of ranifall
especially since they conceived that
rainfall also has to go through the
three stages viz., conception, growth
and delivery, just like a man and
further the influence of sun, moon
and stars and planets on both was
assumed to be more or less similar.
It is quite interestir to note also that
the science of weather was always
dealt with by them in texts which deal
with Astrology, though in a separate
section.

Before we state the thumb
rules, some general remarks on
Indian weather may be of help for a
correct appreciation of their
implications. The Vedic seers as well
as the post-Vedic scholars should
have been well aware of the striking
difference in the nature and rainfall
potential of the western disturbances
and the monsoon. Especially, the

bang characterised by dark clouds,
lightning, thunder, wind, and
torrential rain which ushers in the
monsoon over northwest India
sustaining all forms of life, and its
prolonged presence with breaks, was
compared by them with the fleeting
type of western disturbances activity
with occasional light rain from thinly
overcast sky, occasional lightning,
thunder, mist, fog and winds which
are sometimes pleasant when they
are from north or northeast behind a
moving disturbance on a clear sunny
day, and then the concepts of
formation of rain foetuses, their
growth and delivery were developed.
Naturally, when once western
disturbances activity was considered
as the beginning of the rainfall cycle,
its nature and features should be
indicative of the nature and features
of the end product, viz., the monsoon
rainfall.

By carefully observing the
weather and sky conditions day after
day for a prolonged period, it should
have been easy for the post-Vedic
scholars to recoginze the following
features of the weather patterns
during the various months.

The monsoon completely
withdraws from Northwest India in
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